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Statement by President von der Leyen at the joint press
conference with President Michel following the G7
leaders’ meeting on Afghanistan via videoconference

Thank you very much,

Before entering into the subject, | would like to thank our colleagues
from the External Action Service for their hard and dedicated work
over the last days and also the strong support we got from the
Member States, especially France, Italy, Belgium and Spain, con-
cerning the evacuation of the EU Delegation and the Afghan staff.

| am very grateful that most of the EU's staff, including the Afghan
staff, and including their families, have been evacuated now from
Afghanistan and are safe. Now turning towards the G7 leaders'
meeting we just had. First of all, | want to thank the United Kingdom
Presidency for convening this meeting. We all agreed that it is our
moral duty to help the Afghan people and to provide as much sup-
port as possible as conditions allow. The situation is indeed a trage-
dy for the Afghan people and it is a major setback for the interna-
tional community. It was therefore timely that the G7 met and it was
very good that we had as guest the NATO Secretary-General, Jens
Stoltenberg, and the UN Secretary-General, Anténio Guterres. In
this meeting of the G7, we discussed evacuations, immediate hu-
manitarian aid, longer-term development assistance and possible
scenarios for refugees in need of protection. On the humanitarian
aid let me tell you that our key EU operations on medical facilities,
food distribution, emergency water supply and sanitation are mostly
still running. That is good. But of course, the events we see these
days create significant additional needs.
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Statement by President von der Leyen at the joint press conference

with President Michel
following the G7 leaders’ meeting on Afghanistan via videoconference

We need to help mostly those who are at im-
mediate risk. And those are women, girls and
children, who make up the vast majority of
internally displaced people — 80% of the inter-
nally displaced people in Afghanistan are wom-
en and girls, and up to now the number runs up
to around 3.7 million internally displaced people
in Afghanistan. And this is why there was broad
determination to step up contribution in humani-
tarian aid. | announced that the Commission will
propose to almost quadruple the humanitarian
aid coming from the EU budget.

We had planned initially for more than EUR
50 million for the year 2021. We will now in-
crease it to over EUR 200 million for the year
2021. This will help meet the urgent needs of
Afghans both in Afghanistan but also of course
in the neighbouring host countries.

The second topic | want to address is the dis-
cussion about the development assistance. |,
and many others, stressed that the future devel-
opment assistance has to be condition-based. It
always is condition-based, linked to fundamental
values, human rights, and of course women's
rights. And it is self-speaking that the develop-
ment assistance of the future has also to be
strictly condition-based. As you might now, we
have EUR 1 billion set aside for the next seven
years for Afghanistan in the EU development
assistance. This aid is now frozen. And it is fro-
zen until we have solid guarantees and credible
actions on the ground that the conditions are
being met.

Finally, on migration. As | said, the people most
at risk are educated women, are girls, are fe-
male journalists, human rights activists, female
teachers, judges, lawyers, just to name some.
50 countries took part in the ISAF NATO mis-
sion, and 36 countries took part in the Resolute
Support Mission. So to protect these most vul-
nerable is clearly a matter for global cooperation
and it has to be dealt with as such from the start.
These people should not fall into smugglers'
hands. They need safe pathways. And there-
fore, | welcome that during the G7, Canada an-
nounced and the UK announced significant
numbers for resettlement: respectively 21,000
and 20,000.

Also the United States announced their commit-
ment for resettlement. It is important that this
issue, as it has to be dealt on a global level, is
coordinated. And it is good that we have in place
the Resettlement Forum. The Resettlement Fo-
rum, in which not only the Commission and
Member States are, but also the UNHCR, the
IOM, the United States, Canada. And there, we
can coordinate resettlement efforts in the man-
ner it is needed now in this acute situation. |
think that beyond those | have just named, other
countries who took part in the NATO mission
should contribute to this effort too.

The European Union is ready to play its role too.
We are looking into the necessary budgetary
means to support EU Member States who will
step up and help resettle. Alongside these very
targeted measures for well-defined groups, our
main effort should be to ensure that, as | have
said, internally displaced Afghans are supported
or the international community contributes to
their support in the neighbouring countries. So
the support also for the region is of utmost im-
portance. Therefore, we will continue, of course,
also as a European Union to work with the coun-
tries in the immediate region.

Finally, let me stress once again that these
events we see these days all underline the ur-
gent need for the Member States and the Euro-
pean Parliament to find an agreement on our
proposed Pact on Migration and Asylum. We
need a fully functioning system in place that al-
lows us to effectively manage our borders, to
ensure solidarity between Member States and to
cooperate with countries of origin and transit.

Merci.

28 August 2021

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/
detail/en/STATEMENT 21 4381
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Afghanistan:

Lead MEPs condemn barbaric attack at Kabul airport

Statement of the Chairs of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs, the Subcommittee on
Human Rights and the Delegation for re-
lations with Afghanistan on the terrorist
attack at the Kabul airport

Chairs David McAllister (EPP, DE, Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs), Maria Arena (S&D,
BE, Subcommittee on Human Rights), and
Petras AustreviCius (Renew, LT, Delegation
for relations with Afghanistan) issued the fol-
lowing statement on Friday:

‘We condemn in the strongest terms the
barbaric attack at Kabul airport in the middle
of a dense crowd waiting desperately for
evacuation. We mourn with the families of
the 72 civilians and at least 13 US soldiers
who lost their lives. This barbaric act against
innocent people is unforgiveable. On behalf
of the European Parliament, we express our
sincerest condolences to the families of the
victims. We call upon those de facto in po-
wer and authority since 15 August 2021 to

hold to account those responsible for this
terrorist act. The Taliban must assume re-
sponsibility for the security of the areas un-
der their control.

We urgently call on the EU, its member sta-
tes and our partner nations to continue the
safe and orderly evacuation of foreign natio-
nals and Afghans who wish to leave the
country. We reiterate our call to all sides in
Afghanistan to abstain from any form of vio-
lence, to put in place an immediate and per-
manent ceasefire and to pursue peace ne-
gotiations. International humanitarian law
and basic human rights, in particular the
rights of women, girls and minorities must be
respected.”

27 August 2021

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/it/
press-room/20210827IPR10711/afghanistan
-lead-meps-condemn-barbaric-attack-at-
kabul-airport
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An assertive trade policy: EU’s defence measures against

unfair trade practices remained effective in 2020

The system for protecting EU businesses from
dumped and subsidised imports continued to
function well in 2020 thanks to the EU's robust
and innovative ways of using trade defence in-
struments (TDI), despite the practical challeng-
es presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. This
is part of the European Commission's new
trade strategy, whereby the EU takes a more
assertive stance in defending its interests
against unfair trade practices.

Executive Vice-President and Commission-
er for Trade Valdis Dombrovskis said: “The
EU needs effective tools to defend ourselves
when we face unfair trade practices. This is a
key pillar of our new strategy for an open, sus-
tainable and assertive trade policy. We have
continued to use our trade defence instruments
effectively during the COVID-19 pandemic, im-
proved their monitoring and enforcement, and
tackled new ways of giving subsidies by third
countries. We will not tolerate the misuse of
trade defence instruments by our trading part-
ners and we will continue to support our export-
ers caught up in such cases. It is crucial that
our companies and their workers can continue
fo rely on robust trade defence instruments that
protect them against unfair trade practices.”

At the end of 2020, the EU had 150 trade de-
fence measures in force, in line with previous
years' activity levels with an increase in the
number of cases lodged towards the end of
2020. In addition, for the first time, the Commis-
sion addressed a new type of subsidy given by
third countries in the form of cross-border finan-

cial support that was a serious challenge for
EU companies.

The following are the main trade-defence high-
lights of 2020:

Continued high level of EU trade defence
activity

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Commis-
sion had to swiftly introduce temporary chang-
es to its work practices, especially concerning
on-the-spot verification visits. This allowed the
Commission to continue applying the instru-
ments at the highest standards without a drop
in the levels of activity. At the end of 2020, the
150 trade defence measures that the EU had in
place — 10 more than at the end of 2019 — in-
cluded 128 anti-dumping, 19 anti-subsidy and 3
safeguard measures.

In 2020, the Commission launched:

- 15 investigations, compared to 16 in 2019,
and imposed 17 provisional and definitive
measures, compared to 15 in 2019;

- 28 reviews, compared to 23 the previous
year.

The highest number of EU trade defence
measures concerns imports from:

- China (99 measures);

- Russia (9 measures);

- India (7 measures);

- The United States (6 measures).

Continua a pag. 5
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An assertive trade policy: EU’s defence measures against

unfair trade practices remained effective in 2020

Tackling new types of subsidies

In 2020, the Commission strengthened its action
against subsidies granted by third countries. In
particular, the Commission imposed countervail-
ing duties on cross-border financial support giv-
en by China to Chinese-owned companies man-
ufacturing glass fibre fabrics and continuous
filament glass fibre products based in Egypt for
export to the EU. This means that, for the first
time, the Commission addressed cross-border
subsidies given by a country to enterprises lo-
cated in another country for exports to the EU.

Support to, and defence of, EU exporters
facing trade defence investigations in export
markets

The importance of monitoring trade defence ac-
tion taken by third countries was again evident
in 2020. The number of trade defence measures
in force by third countries affecting EU exporters
reached its highest level since the Commission
started this monitoring activity, with 178
measures in place. In addition, the number of
cases initiated also increased in 2020, with 43
compared to 37 the previous year. The report
outlines the Commission's activities to ensure
that WTO rules are correctly applied and proce-
dural errors and legal inconsistencies are ad-
dressed in order to avoid any misuse of trade
defence instruments by third countries. The
Commission's interventions yielded success in
some cases where measures were not ultimate-
ly imposed, affecting important EU export prod-
ucts such as ceramic tiles and fertilisers.

\%

— European

Strong focus on monitoring and enforce-
ment

There was a renewed focus on the monitoring of
measures in place in 2020, including changes to
surveillance practices to ensure the ongoing
effectiveness of the trade defence instruments.
This also involved customs authorities, EU in-
dustry, and in certain instances, the European
Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF). Continuing its efforts
to address instances where exporters tried to
avoid measures, the Commission initiated three
anti-circumvention investigations in 2020 and
completed five such investigations during the
year, where measures were extended in four
cases to also address imports from third coun-
tries where transhipment was found to have tak-
en place.

The report also recalls the findings of the Euro-
pean Court of Auditors from July 2020, which
confirmed the successful enforcement of the
EU's trade defence instruments by the Commis-
sion. The report made a number of recommen-
dations to further strengthen the Commission's
response to the challenges posed by unfairly
traded imports that the Commission has started
to implement in 2020, such as improving moni-
toring to ensure the effectiveness of measures.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/
detail/it/ip_21_4481
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Aiuti di Stato: approvato dalla Commissione un regime italiano di aiuti di 520

milioni di € destinato a indennizzare il settore fieristico e congressuale per i dan-
ni subiti a causa della pandemia di COVID-19

Nel quadro delle norme dellUE in materia di
aiuti di Stato, la Commissione europea ha ap-
provato un regime italiano di 520 milioni di €
destinato a indennizzare le imprese attive nel
settore fieristico e congressuale e i relativi forni-
tori di servizi per i danni subiti a causa delle
misure restrittive introdotte dal governo italiano
per limitare la diffusione del coronavirus.

Margrethe Vestager, Vicepresidente esecuti-
va della Commissione, responsabile della
politica di concorrenza, ha dichiarato:

“Le misure che il governo italiano ha dovuto
adottare per contenere i contagi da coronavirus
hanno obbligato gli operatori del settore fieristi-
co e congressuale a interrompere le attivita, con
conseguenti notevoli perdite sia per loro sia per
i relativi fornitori di servizi. Questo regime di
aiuti di 520 milioni di € consentira all'ltalia di in-
dennizzare queste imprese per i danni subiti.
Continueremo a lavorare in stretta collabora-
zione con gli Stati membri per trovare soluzioni
praticabili in grado di mitigare l'impatto economi-
co della pandemia nel rispetto delle norme
dellUE."

La misura italiana di sostegno

L'ltalia ha notificato alla Commissione, a norma
dell'articolo 107, paragrafo 2, lettera b), del trat-
tato sul funzionamento dell'Unione europea
(TFUE), un regime di aiuti destinato a indenniz-
zare le imprese attive nel settore fieristico e
congressuale e i relativi fornitori di servizi per i
danni subiti a causa delle misure restrittive intro-
dotte dal governo italiano per limitare la diffu-
sione del coronavirus. Nell'ambito di tale regime
i beneficiari ammissibili avranno diritto a un in-
dennizzo sotto forma di sovvenzioni dirette per
parte dei danni subiti tra il 9 marzo 2020 e il 14
giugno 2020 e tra il 24 ottobre 2020 e il 14
giugno 2021, periodi in cui, in ragione delle
misure restrittive in vigore, non & stata consenti-
ta I'organizzazione di tali eventi. Le autorita ital-
iane verificheranno che l'indennizzo sia com-
misurato alle perdite nette subite da ciascun
beneficiario a causa della pandemia in modo
che nessun singolo beneficiario riceva un inden-
nizzo superiore ai danni subiti, garantendo inol-
tre il recupero di eventuali pagamenti in ecces-
SO.

La Commissione ha valutato il regime ai sensi
dell'articolo 107, paragrafo 2, lettera b), TFUE,
che consente alla Commissione di approvare
misure di aiuto di Stato concesse dagli Stati
membri (sotto forma di regimi di aiuti) per inden-
nizzare imprese o settori specifici dei danni
direttamente arrecati da eventi eccezionali. La
Commissione ritiene che la pandemia di COVID
-19 sia un evento eccezionale, trattandosi di un
fenomeno straordinario e imprevedibile con sig-
nificative ricadute economiche. Di conseguenza
gli interventi eccezionali decisi dagli Stati mem-
bri per compensare i danni direttamente con-
nessi all'epidemia sono giustificati. La Commis-
sione ha appurato che la misura del governo
italiano compensera i danni direttamente con-
nessi alla pandemia di COVID-19. Ha anche
accertato che la misura €& proporzionata, in
quanto la compensazione prevista non eccede
quanto necessario per ovviare ai danni. La
Commissione ha pertanto concluso che la
misura € in linea con le norme dellUE in mate-
ria di aiuti di Stato.

Contesto

Il sostegno finanziario con fondi UE o nazionali
concesso ai servizi sanitari o ad altri servizi pub-
blici per far fronte alla situazione dovuta al coro-
navirus non & soggetto al controllo sugli aiuti di
Stato. Lo stesso vale per qualsiasi sostegno
finanziario pubblico fornito direttamente ai cit-
tadini. Analogamente le misure di sostegno pub-
blico a disposizione di tutte le imprese, ad es-
empio le integrazioni salariali e la sospensione
del pagamento delle imposte sulle societa,
dell'lVA o dei contributi sociali, non sono sog-
gette al controllo degli aiuti di Stato e possono
essere attuate dagli Stati membri senza che sia
necessaria l'approvazione della Commissione ai
sensi delle norme dellUE in materia di aiuti di
Stato.

In tutti questi casi, gli Stati membri possono in-
tervenire immediatamente. Nei casi in cui si ap-
plicano le norme in materia di aiuti di Stato, gli
Stati membri possono elaborare ampie misure
di aiuto a sostegno di imprese o settori specifici
che risentono delle conseguenze della pandem-
ia di COVID-19, in linea con la vigente disciplina
dell'UE in materia di aiuti di Stato.

Continua a pag. 7
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Aiuti di Stato: approvato dalla Commissione un regime italiano di aiuti di 520
milioni di € destinato a indennizzare il settore fieristico e congressuale

per i danni subiti a causa della pandemia di COVID-19

II 13 marzo 2020 la Commissione ha adottato
una comunicazione relativa a una risposta eco-
nomica coordinata all'lemergenza COVID-19
che illustra queste possibilita.

Ad esempio:

- Gli Stati membri possono compensare (sotto
forma di regimi di aiuti) determinate imprese o
determinati settori per i danni subiti e causati
direttamente da eventi eccezionali, quali quelli
provocati dall'epidemia di coronavirus, come
prevede l'articolo 107, paragrafo 2, lettera b),
TFUE.

- Le norme in materia di aiuti di Stato basate
sull'articolo 107, paragrafo 3, lettera c), TFUE
consentono agli Stati membri di aiutare le im-
prese che hanno carenza di liquidita e necessi-
tano di aiuti al salvataggio urgenti.

- A cio si pud aggiungere un'‘ampia gamma di
misure supplementari, come quelle a norma del
regolamento "de minimis" e del regolamento
generale di esenzione per categoria, che pos-
sono essere varate dagli Stati membri anche
immediatamente, senza che la Commissione
debba intervenire.

In situazioni economiche particolarmente gravi,
come quella in cui si trovano attualmente tutti gli
Stati membri a causa dell'emergenza coronavi-
rus, le norme dell'UE sugli aiuti di Stato consen-
tono agli Stati membri di concedere aiuti per
porre rimedio a un grave turbamento delle loro
economie, come prevede l'articolo 107, para-
grafo 3, lettera b), TFUE.

[ 19 marzo 2020 la Commissione ha adottato
un quadro temporaneo per gli aiuti di Stato, ba-
sato sull'articolo 107, paragrafo 3), lettera b),
TFUE, che consente agli Stati membri di avva-
lersi pienamente della flessibilita prevista dalle
norme sugli aiuti di Stato al fine di sostenere
I'economia nel contesto dell'lemergenza deter-
minata dal coronavirus. Il quadro temporaneo,
modificato il 3 aprile, I'8 maggio, il 29 giugno, il
13 ottobre 2020 e il 28 gennaio 2021, prevede
che gli Stati membri possano concedere i se-

guenti tipi di aiuti: i) sovvenzioni dirette, conferi-
menti di capitale, agevolazioni fiscali selettive e
acconti; ii) garanzie di Stato per prestiti contratti
dalle imprese; iii) prestiti pubblici agevolati alle
imprese, compresi prestiti subordinati; iv) ga-
ranzie per le banche che veicolano gli aiuti di
Stato all'economia reale; v) assicurazione pub-
blica del credito all'esportazione a breve termi-
ne; vi) sostegno alle attivita di ricerca e sviluppo
in materia di coronavirus; vii) sostegno alla co-
struzione e all'ammodernamento di impianti di
prova; viii) sostegno alla produzione di prodotti
per far fronte alla pandemia di coronavirus; ix)
sostegno mirato sotto forma di differimento del
pagamento delle imposte e/o di sospensione
del versamento dei contributi previdenziali; x)
sostegno mirato sotto forma di integrazioni sala-
riali per i dipendenti; xi) sostegno mirato sotto
forma di strumenti di capitale proprio e/o ibrido;
xii) sostegno per i costi fissi non coperti per le
imprese che devono far fronte a un calo del fat-
turato nel contesto della pandemia di coronavi-
rus.

Il quadro temporaneo rimarra in vigore fino alla
fine di dicembre 2021. Al fine di garantire la cer-
tezza del diritto, la Commissione valutera prima
di tale data se il quadro debba essere proroga-
to.

La versione non riservata della decisione sara
consultabile sotto il numero SA.63317 nel regi-
stro degli aiuti di Stato sul sito web della Com-
missione dedicato alla politica di concorrenza
una volta risolte eventuali questioni di riserva-
tezza. Le nuove decisioni relative agli aiuti di
Stato pubblicate su internet e nella Gazzetta
ufficiale figurano nel bollettino elettronico di in-
formazione settimanale in materia di concorren-
za (Competition Weekly e-News).

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/
detail/it/ip_21 4422
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#ReturnthePlastics:
Un’iniziativa dei cittadini per attuare un sistema di cauzione e resa a li-

vello dell’UE per il riciclaggio delle bottiglie di plastica

Con l'iniziativa dei cittadini europei #ReturnthePlastics, chiediamo alla Commissione europea:

1. Di attuare un sistema di cauzione e resa a livello delllUE per il riciclaggio delle bottiglie di plastica;

2. Diincentivare in tutti gli Stati membri dell'UE tutti i supermercati e catene di supermercati che vendo-
no bottiglie di plastica a installare apparecchi per la resa dei vuoti (“reverse vending machine”) per per-
mettere il riciclaggio delle bottiglie di plastica dopo essere state acquistate e utilizzate dal consumato-
re;

3. Di obbligare i produttori di bottiglie di plastica a pagare tasse sulla plastica per finanziarne il riciclag-
gio e il sistema di cauzione e resa (secondo il principio del "chi inquina paga").

https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/initiatives/details/2021/000007 _it
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